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(Plates 81-84)

From the visitors' point of view the season has been charming.
The snow came early and stayed long. This in itself was a
complete contrast to last year, when it refused to put in an
appearance before the end of January, and had almost melted
by the middle of March. The only fault we have to complain of
this year is that the snow has been too persistent in its kind
attentions, and has, on the average, generously visited us once
a week since November. In consequence of this the tobogganing
has been extraordinarily good, and the far-famed "Cresta Run",
which is composed entirely of ice, has been open for a longer
period, and has been used by a greater number of visitors than
in any preceding year.

The frequent snowfalls experienced in the Engadine and many other parts
of the Alps during the early months of 1894 did not deter the climbing
parties staying at the principal centres and several new expeditions were
completed. On 13 January in perfect weather Sydney Spencer, accom
panied by Christian Jossi and Adolf Schaller, made the first winter ascent
of the Dom. After climbing for several hours through deep snow from the
Dom hut to the Festijoch the party followed the NW ridge to the summit
where a wonderful view was enjoyed in clear but intensely cold condi
tions. The descent to the hut was completed by moonlight and on the
following day the party returned to Zermatt where Spencer, to his embar
rassment, was serenaded by the village band. Another notable achieve
ment, on 27 March, was that of Charles Simon who with Alexander
Burgener and Alois Pollinger succeeded in making the first ascent under
winter conditions of the NE, Hornli ridge of the Matterhorn. The day was
'warm and wind free. On the shoulder the steps cut the preceding sum
mer were quite visible and much facilitated the ascent:

In contrast to the magnificent conditions of the previous year the weather
was cold and unsettled for much of the climbing season. Severe storms
and long periods of rain affected many regions and most expeditions were
completed during occasional fine spells of limited duration. In the Mont
Blanc range the Montenvers Hotel was again the principal base for a
number of outstanding climbs. On 2 August A F Mummery, J N Collie
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and Geoffrey Hastings arrived in Courmayeur having crossed the range
from the Argentiere glacier by way of the very steep approach to the Col
des Courtes - the first occasion on which this route had been taken - and
the Col de Triolet. Three days later, from a camp on the Brenva glacier,
Mummery and his companions set out to climb the Brenva ridge route on
Mont Blanc. After crossing the famous ice ridge acheval and cutting steps
for several hours they reached the seracs at the top of the climb too late in
the day to continue and descended to pass an uncomfortable night near a
rock buttress on the lower section of the route. Addressing the Alpine
Club in the following year Hastings described the bivouac site.

The place we had chosen for the night was sheltered on one
side by an overhanging crag; and when we had scraped off the
snow from a big stone on the terrace below, we found there
was sufficient room for the three of us to sit, and we proceeded
to make ourselves as comfortable as our circumstances would
allow. The rock we were sitting on did not afford comfortable
seats. We could not even sit in a row; we formed three faces of
a square, the centre man with his back to the rock. We thought
there would be less chance of our feet being frostbitten if we
put them into the rucksack, which was a large size and wind
proof. Now, this gave a very comfortable position to the middle
man, but was an extremely irksome one for each of the outside
men. Mummery's feet would only just reach into the rucksack,
and required a great deal of attention to keep them there; on
the other side, when I swung round and put my feet into the
sack, I had, to prevent myself sliding off the rock, to embrace
Collie by the waist, or prop myself by an outstretched arm
against the wall behind.

On 6 August after reclimbing the ridge and forcing a way through the
seracs the party completed the sixth, and first guideless, ascent of the route.
JP Farrar, who in the previous year had made the fifth ascent, later wrote
that 'this was the greatest of this famous party's ice-climbs in the Alps. No
finer exhibition of determination and skill has ever been given by any
amateur party.'

After returning to the Montenvers to enjoy 'an eternity of breakfast and
an everlasting afternoon tea'] Mummery, Collie and Hastings completed
another fine expedition on 11 August by making the second ascent of the
Moine ridge on the Aiguille Verte, a route which they had believed to be
unclimbed.2

Mummery then moved to Zermatt and on 27 August, accompanied by
the Duke of the Abruzzi and Collie and under the lead of 'young Pollinger'
- the great guide Josef Pollinger of St Niklaus - made the third ascent of
the NW, Zmutt ridge of the Matterhorn, the scene of his celebrated first
ascent 15 years earlier.

On 31 August three strong parties were in action on the Zmutt ridge:
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Miss Lily Bristow accompanied by Josef Pollinger and Mattias Zurbriggen
traversed the peak, ascending the Hornli ridge and descending the Zmutt
route; Paul Gussfeldt with Emile Rey completed the traverse in the reverse
direction; and Farrar with Daniel Maquignaz climbed the Zmutt ridge,
descending by the same route. Miss Bristow, who had climbed with
Mummery's party during the previous season, achieved by a narrow mar
gin the distinction of making the first descent of the Zmutt ridge, Farrar
having completed his descent later in the day.

Although conditions were far from ideal several expeditions of note were
completed by other parties during the occasional spells of fine weather. In
the Arolla district the S peak of the Bouquetins, which had been attempted
on many occasions, was finally reached on 18 July by A G Topham with
Jean Maitre and Pierre Maurys. A month later, on 18 August, the first
ascent of the SW ridge of L'Eveque was completed by R A Robertson with
Howard, Edmund and Miss Agnes Barrett and the guides Joseph Quinodoz
and Alois Tembl. Elsewhere in the Pennine Alps E F M Benecke and HA
Cohen reached the summit of Mont Gele by way of the unclimbed SE ridge
on 16 July and five days later made the first recorded ascent of the Combin
de Tsessette, at the E end of the Grand Combin massif. On 20 September
the first ascent of the NNW ridge of the Hohberghorn, above the
Hohbergjoch, was completed by F W Oliver with Alexander Burgener and
Albert Supersaxo.

In the Graian Alps two ridges were ascended for the first time: the SW
ridge of the Torre del Gran San Pietro, the highest point of the Apostoli
group, on 19 August by P E Lord and George Yeld with Franc;ois and Sylvain
Pession; and the NW ridge of Ciarforon on 29 August by the guideless
party of Orazio de Falkner and D Escoffier. In the Bernese Oberland on 5
July WA BCoolidge and WaIter Larden, with Christian Almer junior and
Rudolf Almer, made the first recorded ascent of the upper section of the
WNW ridge of the Aletschhorn. Further east, in the Dolomites, W L Brodie
with Giuseppe Zecchini reached the summit of Cima di Canali on 13 July
after completing a new route on the NW face.

The principal undertaking of the season was W M Conway's journey
through the Alps 'from end to end'. Conway, whose account3 of his
expedition to the Karakoram two years earlier had been widely acclaimed,
explained4 that it had occurred to him

that it was now possible, taking the whole range of the Alps, to
devise a route, or rather a combination of climbs, the descent
from each ending at the starting-point for the next, so that a
climber might begin at one extremity of the snowy range and
walk up and down through its midst to the other extremity
over a continuous series of peaks and passes. The Alps, of
course, though spoken of as a range, are not a single line of
peaks, but a series of locally parallel ridges covering a region.
There is no continuous Alpine ridge stretching from one end of
the region to the other.
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The route selected had to be capable of execution within three
months of average weather, which is a mixture of good and
bad, with the bad predominating. It was also essential that it
should lead as continuously as possible through snowy regions
and that it should traverse as many of the more interesting and
well-known groups as possible.

Although as Coolidge noted 'the weather was far below the average' and
plans for a number of climbs including a traverse of the Matterhorn had to
be abandoned, the journey, which began at the Colle di Tenda in the Mari
time Alps and ended on the Ankogel to the east of the Grossglockner, was
a considerable success. Accompanied throughout by two of the Gurkhas
who had taken part in the Karakoram expedition and, for varying peri
ods, by E A FitzGerald and the guides J B Aymonod, Louis Carrel and
Mattias Zurbriggen, Conway covered on foot a distance of some 1600km
in the course of 65 days on the march. During this time the party climbed
or traversed 21 peaks, including Monte Viso, Mont Blanc, the Nordend of
Monte Rosa, the Jungfrau and the Grossglockner, and 39 passes. On 27
June Conway and his party reached the summit of Mont Blanc - the first
ascent of the season - where they were able to evade the wind by shelter
ing behind the observatory which had been erected for Dr Jules Janssen
during the previous summer.

The panorama was complete and included the Pennine and
Oberland ranges besides those we had already seen. It was
however the clouds that fascinated us most, the flocks of little
ones on the hills at our feet and the lines of soft white billows
as it were breaking far away on a wide and shallow shore, with
blue between and beneath them. The sky for a quarter of its
height had parted with its azure to the valley-deeps and was
striped all round with finest lines, incredibly numerous, like
the lines in a wide-stretched solar spectrum, and each edging a
new grade of tone.

Two weeks later, on 12 July, when approaching Monte Rosa, Conway was
surprised to notice a large number of mule footprints but soon discovered
that the animals were engaged in transporting materials across the Gorner
glacier for the Monte Rosa, or Betemps, hut which was then in course of
construction.

The experiences of Conway and his companions, who at one stage were
treated as probable spies and on another occasion were surrounded by
hundreds of sheep urged by a longing for salt, aroused great interest. Four
years earlier Conway had initiated one of the great debates of the time in
climbing circles by attacking 'centrism' - the practice of climbing habitually
in the immediate neighbourhood of a chosen centre. His journey through
the Alps represented a further protest against the practice and provided
an opportunity to demonstrate his own style of 'excentric' wandering
through different mountain regions.



ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO 235

In Norway, where snow conditions were excellent throughout the
summer, many parties were active in Jotunheimen and the other principal
areas. Store Skagast01stind (2403m), the peak first climbed by W C Slingsby
18 years earlier, was ascended by ladies on three consecutive days, the
honour of making the first ascent by a lady falling to fmken Therese
Bertheau on 30 July. In August Slingsby returned to the Jostedalsbreen
region where he carried out further exploration and crossed a number of
passes.

In July F W Newmarch and G A Solly, again without guides, returned
to the Caucasus accompanied on this occasion by Joseph Collier. Although
the weather was, if anything, worse than that experienced in the previous
year they climbed peaks to the south of the central region and made
another attempt to ascend the S, higher peak of Ushba (4710m), reaching
an estimated height of 3650m before being forced to retreat.

In the Pamir region Sven Hedin, the Swedish explorer, made several
determined attempts to climb Muztagh Ata (7546m) in the Kashgar range.
On 6August, assisted by a number of Kirghiz nomads and several excellent
yaks, Hedin reached a height of some 6150m before conceding defeat.
. In New Zealand exploration of the Southern Alps continued and many

notable expeditions were completed. Several peaks were climbed for the
first time: Mount De la Beche (2994m) on 17 February by T C Fyfe and
George Graham; Malte Brun (3159m) by Fyfe, solo, on 7 March; and Mount
Darwin (2913m) on 22 March by Franz Kronecker, with Fyfe and J M Clarke.
Later in the year, on Christmas Day, Clarke, Fyfe and Graham made the
first complete ascents of Mount Cook or Aorangi (3764m), reaching the
summit by way of the Hooker glacier, Green Saddle and the N ridge, a
climb still regarded as a serious undertaking, after exploring the western
approaches to the peak.

In the Canadian Rockies the guideless party of S E S AlIen, L F Frissell
and W D Wilcox reached the summit of the unclimbed Mount Aberdeen
(3151m), then known as Hazel Peak, on 17 August and on the following
day made the first ascent of Mount Temple (3543m) - the first peak in
Canada exceeding 3350m (1l,000ft) to be climbed - by way of Sentinel
Pass and the SW face.

Further south, in Oregon, a well-known club was formed on 19 July when
the Mazamas6 were organised on the summit of Mount Hood (3421m) after
155 men and 38 ladies had ascended the peak despite a storm early in the
day. The objects of the club included 'the exploration of snow-peaks and
other mountains, especially those of the Pacific Northwest'; to qualify
for membership it was necessary to have 'climbed to the summit of a snow
peak on which there is at least one living glacier, and the top of which
cannot be reached by any other means than on foot.'

In Britain the development of climbing continued apace with many
strong parties in the field. During the year Aleister Crowley, accompa
nied on two occasions by his cousin Gregor Grant, completed a number
of routes on the chalk of Beachy Head. In Wales J M Archer Thomson
began his exploration of the mountains of Snowdonia, completing two
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new routes on Lliwedd: the Intermediate with H Hughes and H Edwards
in October; and the Bilberry Terrace with Edwards and H R Smith in
December. On 25 November Archer Thomson turned his attention to
Glyder Fawr, leading Hughes and Edwards during the first ascent· of
Central Gully. In the Lake District a new route on the Napes Needle, the
Arete, was climbed by W H Fowler on 17 September and in Scotland
Collie, Collier and Solly completed two outstanding climbs: in Glencoe
on 24 March the first recorded ascent of the SE face of Stob Dearg, Buachaille
Etive Mor; and on 29 March the first complete ascent 7 and the first ascent
under winter conditions of Tower Ridge on Ben Nevis.

An event of great importance was the publication of the first volume,
dealing with England, of Climbing in the British Isles, the famous guide
book written by W P Haskett Smith and illustrated by Ellis Carr. The work8

was well received and was reviewed in the Alpine Journal where it was
considered to mark 'a distinct epoch in British holiday-making. It admits
publicly, if not proudly, that there is a class of travellers who "climb for
climbing's sake." ,

The guidebook, which was soon' in demand, aroused considerable
interest.

There is an idea in regard to the pursuit of mountaineering that
it is necessary to go abroad to break one's neck - to the Alps, to
the Caucasus. Of course that is a mistake. How much of a mis
take, however, I did not altogether realise until I talked yester
day with Mr W P Haskett Smith, a well-known mountaineer and
member of the Alpine Club. He is preparing a series of little
books on "Climbing in the British Isles", which Messrs Longmans
and Co will publish.
"Altogether, considering our size as an island, we are not so badly
off for mountaineering facilities?"
"Not by any means. Before ever he goes to the Alps, a man can
by practice at home have grown into a by no means contempt
ible mountaineer."
"How does mountain climbing as a malady - forgive me so
putting it - generally take a man?"
"Oh, it's inborn, or he goes to Switzerland and catches it, or he
gets it by contagion from a friend who is already a climber. If he
has not opportunity to repeat his first sweet impressions of the
mountains for a year or two he may forget them, and after all
miss becoming a mountaineer. But let him repeat the experience
within a reasonable time and the malady becomes permanent,
and the man is a mountain climber as long as his legs will carry
him."

Even to interview Mr Haskett Smith is to run the risk of catch
ing the mountaineering fever, so I thought I had better come away.

A malady for which, fortunately, there is as yet no cure.
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